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Maryland’s Top Incubator Companies Recognized
American Express Tax and Business Services, the Maryland Business Incubation Association (MBIA), the

Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED), the Maryland Technology Development
Corporation (TEDCO) and Saul Ewing LLP announced the winners of the fourth annual Maryland Incubator
Companies of the Year Awards during a reception at The Center Club in Baltimore on June 16, 2004. The awards,
whose winners were chosen by a selection committee comprised of venture capitalists and government and business
leaders, recognized the achievements of six current and graduate companies of Maryland’s incubators.

The categories and award-winners (incubator in parentheses) are:

Best New Incubator Company – BD Metrics, Inc. (techcenter@UMBC, Catonsville) Makes it easier for companies to
create business relationships by recommending which business deals to make, matching a company’s product or services
to potential buyers and partners and produces reports to prove the value of the relationships.

Biotech/Life Science – Pharmathene, Inc. (Chesapeake Innovation Center, Annapolis) Treats and prevents diseases
caused by bioterrorism, including anthrax, with emphasis on long-term immunity, short-term immunity and treatment for
those that have been hospitalized.

Information Technology – Agentsmith, Inc. (Emerging Technology Center, Baltimore City) Helps media companies
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maximize revenue and profits through increased advertising sales by minimizing up-front capital, increasing sales
productivity and helping companies to more effectively use and price inventory.

Technology Service – Telecontinuity, Inc. (Maryland Technology Development Center, Rockville) Provides backup
telephony for companies in the event of natural or man-made disasters by rerouting incoming calls and delivering them
anywhere to any device.

Technology Transfer – Advanced Vision Therapies, Inc. (Maryland Technology Development Center, Rockville) Uses
gene transfer technology to treat some of the most common causes of blindness, including age-related macular
degeneration, diabetic prolifitive retinopathy and retinitis pigmentosa.

Graduate – Syntonics LLC (Howard County Economic Development Authority’s NeoTech Incubator, Columbia)
Develops high-tech communications and timing systems for use on land, at sea and in space.

For more information, visit www.mdincubatoraward.com.

INCUBATOR NEWS
Chesapeake Innovation Center (CIC)

Annapolis, MD
www.cic-tech.org

Contact: John Elstner, email: jelstner@cic-tech.org
New and Noteworthy:
• The CIC announces that it has added two new employees. Dean Alexander will join the Center as research fellow,

and Nancy Curran joins as administrative director. Alexander is widely-published on terrorism issues, including his
forthcoming book, “Business Confronts Terrorism.” Curran worked previously in marketing and sales for Chesapeake
Engineering & Design, Inc., a forensic engineering company in Annapolis.

• Kelly FedSecure, a business unit of staffing leader Kelly Services, has become a sponsor of the CIC. Kelly
FedSecure specializes in placing professionals with active security clearances at companies and government agencies
worldwide. The partnership will provide the homeland security incubator with mission-critical cleared personnel.

Emerging Technology Center (ETC)
Baltimore, MD

www.etcbaltimore.com
Contact: Ann Lansinger, email: annlansinger@etcbaltimore.com

New and Noteworthy:
• Alexander + Tom, Inc., an integrated marketing agency, has entered an agreement to provide Internet and interactive

services to UnitedHealth Group, a Fortune 100 company that provides health resources and services. Alexander +
Tom will provide UnitedHealth Group with such marketing solutions as website design and development, CD and
DVD presentations and email marketing.
Alexander + Tom has also hired two additional employees. Jasmine Tobias, the company’s new art director, has
more than six years of experience in the multimedia and Internet industry, including serving as interactive media
director with Breakthrough Digital Media. Debbe McClure, who has been hired as a marketing assistant, is a recent
graduate of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County. She will be responsible for coordinating all marketing and
sales efforts for the company.

• axonX’s SigniFire, a patented fire and smoke detection software technology, has been named one of the top 30
products featured at the Spring 2004 International Security Conference by editors of Security Sales & Integration
Magazine. The top 30 list was compiled by the magazine’s editors after they evaluated products from 730 conference
exhibitors. axonX offers organizations a new layer of security through its patented fire detection software.
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• VISICU, Inc., creator of eICU, announced recently that it has expanded its contract with Sutter Health, a family of
not-for-profit hospitals and physician organizations in Northern California. The contract will include two additional
eICU facilities that will help improve ICU patient safety. eICU enables intensivists and nurses to monitor and care for
ICU patients through a centralized, high fidelity telemedicine network.
VISICU also announced that it now will provide its clients with an Internet-based training program on the eICU
solution. Clients will undergo application and operations training before they launch eICU to ensure understanding
and competency. VISICU developed the training program with Convergys Corporation, a global company that
includes one of the largest custom eLearning providers.

Howard County Economic Development Authority’s NeoTech Incubator
Columbia, MD

www.hceda.org/thecenter/neotech.html
Contact: Carol Morrison, email: cmorrison@hceda.org

New Tenant:
• Bio-Defense Research Group, Inc. – Preston McGee, CEO

Bio-Defense Research Group is a biotechnology firm that specializes in researching, developing and marketing a
wide range of technologies. The company licensed Path-Away, a technology that neutralizes pathogens as they enter
HVAC systems. Path-Away was recently awarded the “Invention of the Year in Life Sciences” at Johns Hopkins
University’s Applied Physics Laboratory.

New and Noteworthy:
• Genesis Technologies, Inc., a woman-owned fiber-optic cable installation company, was recently awarded a contract,

as prime, at Fort Belvoir, Virginia.

Maryland Technology Development Center (MTDC)
Rockville, MD

www.mdhitech.org/entrepreneur
Contact: Duc Duong, email: dduong@md.hitech.org

New Tenant:
• InterSpace – Matthew Price and Thomas Buckley, founders

InterSpace researches and develops products for wireless communication, video and sensor applications. Among the
company’s products under development is the Oxygen Sensor for Aircraft Fuel Tanks.

Graduate News:
• Rexahn, which works to develop new proprietary drugs that address major unmet medical needs for cancer, hepatitis,

obesity and lipid disorder patients, has graduated from the MTDC. The company began with three employees in May
2001 and graduates with 16 employees. Rexahn will move to 8,000 square feet of office and lab space at the Key
West Research Center in Montgomery County’s Shady Grove Life Sciences Center.

• NexTone Communications, a provider of session controller technology for service providers and carriers, has tripled
its size from 27 to 80 employees, leased additional office space and moved its headquarters to Quince Orchard Drive
in Gaithersburg. NexTone graduated from the MTDC in early 2003 and has since expanded internationally,
establishing offices in London, Singapore and Tokyo.

techcenter@UMBC
University of Maryland Baltimore County

www.umbc.edu/techcenter
Contact: Walt Schulz, email: wschulz@umbc.edu

New Tenants:
• Applied Sciences, LLC – David Silcott, Managing Director

Applied Sciences is a research and development firm that specializes in electro optical sensor development. The
company has developed a real-time biological aerosol sensor that is being applied toward counter-terrorism and
biological defense applications.
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• Blue Wave Semiconductors, Inc. – R.D. Vispute, CEO
Blue Wave Semiconductors is a high-tech startup involved with optoelectronic materials and devices with initial
focus on the ultraviolet spectrum. The company also provides wafer heating products and processing solutions to the
semiconductor research and development community and the federal government.

• Aurora Analytics, LLC – William R. LaCourse, Ph.D., and Aristotle G. Kalivretenos, PhD., founders
Aurora Analytics develops and produces consumer and research diagnostic products based on a proprietary biogenic
amine detection system. The company will first target food processors and inspectors, followed by the butcher,
grocery chain and home use markets.!

New and Noteworthy:
• COLUMBIA Technologies, Inc., which assesses vapor intrusion of contaminants into buildings, announced that it

has recently completed a major project for the EPA on the impacts of vapors from a dry cleaner into adjacent
buildings.

• TechGuard Security, LLC, developer of network security products, was awarded the new 8(a) Streamlined
Technology Acquisition Resources for Services (STARS) Government Wide Acquisition Contract (GWAC). The
STARS GWAC is the U.S. General Services Administration’s (GSA) contract vehicle designed to promote small
business utilization when purchasing technology solutions for the federal government. The multiple award, indefinite
delivery, indefinite quantity contract has a program ceiling of $15 billion.

Technology Advancement Program (TAP)
University of Maryland College Park

www.tap.umd.edu
Contact: Sarah Djamshidi, email: sjam@umd.edu

New and Noteworthy:
• Chesapeake PERL has added three new employees, bringing the total staff to 15. Chesapeake PERL is a protein

manufacturing company that exploits baculovirus expression, using insect larvae as mini bioreactors.
• BioSurface Engineering Technologies, Inc. (BioSET), has been awarded a $99,750 Small Business Technology

Transfer (STTR) grant to further its study of vascular grafts. The company provides unique surface modification and
bioactive coatings solutions to promote tissue repair.

• ProteinOne, a proteomics biotechnology company that catalogs, develops, customizes and markets purified,
biologically-active proteins and protein array platforms, has added five new distributors. The new distributors will
expand the company’s sales coverage for its proteins to Korea and Singapore. Additionally, ProteinOne has signed as
a customer, Roche Diagnostics, a provider of diagnostic systems and decision-oriented health information.

UPCOMING EVENTS
TEDCO – Funding Briefings

This month TEDCO will hold two informational briefings to present details of its capital funding programs.  The
briefings will be held on Friday, July 9, 2004 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at TEDCO’s Columbia offices, and on Friday,
July 23, 2004 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Howard County Economic Development Authority’s NeoTech Incubator in
Columbia.  The briefings will teach companies how to use TEDCO’s capital programs to help develop and transfer
technology from Maryland universities and federal laboratories to the marketplace.  Companies will learn details of the
various programs, eligibility requirements, guidelines for effective proposals, proposal submission and the review process,
among others.  Cost is free, but registration is required.

For more information and to RSVP, contact Ron Kaese at 410-715-4170 or info@MarylandTEDCO.org.

NeoTech – “Executive Cost Accounting”
Howard County Economic Development Authority’s NeoTech Incubator will hold “Executive Cost Accounting”
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for government contractors on Wednesday, July 21, 2004 from 9 a.m. to noon at the NeoTech offices in Columbia. The
training program will cover the preparation of an annual budget, indirect rate calculations and a cost proposal. Attendees
will also learn about policies that will help their companies comply with DCAA audit requirements and prepare winning
bids.

Seating is limited, so please register early. For more information and to register, contact Lehr Sorden at 410-313-
6175.

MARYLAND BUSINESS INCUBATION ASSOCIATION (MBIA)
www.MDBusinessIncubation.org

Two MBIA Members Joined Virginia Officials
in Panel Discussion on Business Incubation

Two of the MBIA’s members spoke at the Virginia Business Incubation Association’s (VBIA) Annual
Conference on June 22, 2004. Ann Lansinger, president of the MBIA and executive director of the Emerging Technology
Centers (ETC) in Baltimore, and Ellen Hemmerly, executive director of techcenter@UMBC at the University of
Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC), were part of a panel discussion during the conference, “Success in Changing
Times,” in Herndon, Va.

Lansinger and Hemmerly were part of a joint panel of representatives from the MBIA and VBIA who discussed
current issues and best practices in incubation. They presented details of how Maryland incubators collaborate to share
resources and ideas through the MBIA, which was formed in 2001. In addition, Lansinger discussed a provisional
program at the ETC, which counsels companies to prepare them for business and entering the incubator. Hemmerly
presented details about the techcenter’s relationship with UMBC, as an example of a successful incubator and university
partnership. They were joined by VBIA members Russell Combs of the Winchester Incubation Regional Enterprise and
Lisa Ison of New Century Venture Center. The moderator for this event was Lisa S. Smith of BioAccelerator of Fairfax
County.

For more information, please visit www.mdbusinessincubation.org.

MARYLAND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(TEDCO)

www.MarylandTEDCO.org

The State of Maryland Announces
University Researchers Receive Nearly $150,000 to Commercialize Technology

The State of Maryland announced that TEDCO has awarded three state university researchers nearly $150,000
through its University Technology Development Fund (UTDF).  The program awarded funding to researchers at the
University of Maryland, College Park (UMCP) and the University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC) who are
developing technologies to be commercialized.

Dr. Benjamin Shapiro of UMCP received $50,000 to continue his work with feedback control of particles inside
micro-fluidic devices. Dr. Donald Creighton of UMBC was given $50,000, which will aid in the testing of his new cancer
drug. Dr. Joel Morris of UMBC was awarded $41,197 to develop a new simulation technique for evaluating errors in
coded communications systems.

For more information on these researchers or UTDF, visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org. 

The State of Maryland Announces Six Companies Receive a Total of $300,000
from the Maryland Technology Transfer Fund
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The State of Maryland announced that TEDCO has awarded six companies from different industries throughout
the state $50,000 each from its Maryland Technology Transfer Fund (MTTF).  The six companies – Atlantic Biomass
Conversions, Inc.; AriaVax, Inc.; Chesapeake Perl, Inc.; Diagnosoft, Inc.; DVIP Multimedia, Inc.; and Innovative
Biosensors, Inc. – will use the funding to continue researching and developing their respective technologies.

For more information on these companies and the MTTF, please visit www.MarylandTEDCO.org or call 410-
715-4166.

The Maryland Technology Development Corporation (TEDCO) has programs that aid and promote state-funded
incubators, and federal and university laboratories to increase technology transfer and the development of technology-
based businesses. Heidi Sheppard serves as TEDCO’s Manager of Incubator Programs.

MBIA, a private, professional organization, is comprised of managers supervising existing and active business incubators
in the State of Maryland.  MBIA’s missions are to serve as a united voice for the advancement of business incubation in
Maryland and to maintain the growth and viability of business incubation through shared best practices and resources.

Maryland’s Incubator Update is presented by the Maryland Business Incubation Association (MBIA) and is funded by a
grant from TEDCO and the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA). The Update is distributed monthly and is
designed and compiled by MGH Public Relations. To submit information, or for more information about TEDCO or
MBIA, contact Laura Crovo at 410-902-5058 or lcrovo@mghpr.com or log onto www.MarylandTEDCO.org.
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